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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION — TRI-BORDER ATTENDANCE STRATEGY — 
GLOBAL LEARNING IMPACT AWARDS, CANADA 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [2.06 pm]: In February this year I informed 
the house of the Department of Education’s success in the Australian Instructional Management Systems 
Learning Impact Awards for the tri-border attendance strategy. In December 2011, the strategy, managed by the 
Department of Education, won the Australian awards and, as regional winner, was subsequently invited to 
showcase the strategy at the global Learning Impact Awards in Toronto, Canada in May 2012. I am pleased to 
announce that departmental representatives presented the tri-border attendance strategy last week at the 
international awards in Canada and were awarded a silver medal. 

These Learning Impact Awards recognise the most successful use of technology worldwide in support of student 
learning. Only those products that are considered exemplary and have the greatest impact on addressing 
significant educational challenges, and the greatest return on financial investment, are acknowledged. The tri-
border attendance strategy has established a data system that enables real-time sharing of student attendance, 
enrolment and learning information across public, Catholic and independent education sectors, and across the 
state borders of Western Australia, South Australia and the Northern Territory. This sharing of live data is a first 
in Australia. 
International recognition by a panel of global technology and learning experts gives us an indication of the 
quality of the strategy and the contribution the tri-border attendance strategy is making to improve the outcomes 
of highly mobile Aboriginal students. Through the use of innovative technology, 333 public, Catholic and 
independent schools across Western Australia, South Australia and the Northern Territory now have access to 
standardised data to support continuity of teaching and learning as students move between schools. Previously, 
the mobility of families meant schools were unable to provide continuity in students’ learning programs, and 
many students did not appear on the databases of state and territory systems. Now we have a mechanism that 
allows us to tailor our education system to better meet the needs of children in highly mobile Aboriginal 
families. The system allows us to monitor each student’s learning program between schools. Schools engaged 
with the strategy now have a greater understanding of the issues surrounding student mobility. Participating 
schools are engaging in activities that focus on working collaboratively to support attendance and learning, in 
particular, students’ literacy and numeracy performance. I congratulate the Department of Education on this 
international success. 
 


